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were not confined to the capital or the military and aristo-
cratic classes. Even in the villages, piquant situations
arose and the story-teller did not hesitate to employ to
the full the openings offered to him. The wars of the mytho-
logical heroes were fought again, and took a new significance
in the light of current events. Religious themes were re-
interpreted to suit modern needs, and changing customs
embalmed in the changeless medium of art.

Some of the aspects of the interaction of the Hindu
and the Muslim elements in the evolution of Indian culture
have been indicated above. The account must from the
very nature of the case remain incomplete. When two
powerful currents meet, there is no question of the absorp-
tion of the one in the other. The two streams join to create
a new form. Their separate contributions can hardly be
distinguished. The same thing happens when two living
organisms unite. A new organism is born which shares the
characteristics of the parents, and is yet a unique individual.
Inter-penetration is complete and no element can remain
unchanged in the new synthesis.

This is what happened in the evolution of Indian culture
in the Middle Ages. Old values were transmuted. Ancient
themes were informed by the new spirit. We have referred
to changes in the intellectual outlook and achievements
in the fields of painting, architecture and poetry. These
touch only a fringe of the problem, for the same story
of synthesis is repeated in every sphere of life* The growth
of a new language is by itself enough to demand the study
of a lifetime. The subtle changes in the tone and temper
of Indian painting and music form an equally fascinating
theme.

This integrating tendency is not new, for it characterised
the development of ancient Indian culture as well. Integra-
tion and synthesis in the Middle Ages was possible because
of the vitality of the cultures which participated in such a
process. Inert matter can be brought into juxtaposition